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THE BENTLEY BROOKLANDS was the successor to 
both the Mulsanne S and the Eight. The original 
Bentley Mulsanne had been launched in 1980 and was 
upgraded to the Mulsanne S for model year 1988. The 
entry-level Bentley Eight was added to the line-up in 
1984 to attract a new, younger customer. However, in 
1992 the factory decided that both standard saloons 
should be replaced by a single model, the Bentley 
Brooklands. The Brooklands made its first appearance 
at the Birmingham International Motor Show in 
October 1992 and from then on represented Bentley’s 
entry vehicle. Just as the Mulsanne S, but unlike the 
Eight, the new Brooklands was available in a long 
wheelbase version from the outset.

SPECIFICATIONS
The new Brooklands was distinguished by a colour-
keyed radiator shell, a new front air dam with 
discreet, square fog lamps, and new alloy wheels. It 
enjoyed a specification that was on a par with that of 
the Mulsanne S. Following the trend set by the 
introduction of the Continental R, the Brooklands was 
the second Bentley model no longer to feature a 
chrome strip along the centre line of the bonnet. All 
examples had anti-lock brakes (ABS).

The interior of the Bentley Brooklands was 
exquisitely appointed with pleated leather door trim 
and a leather-stitched gear selector located in the 
centre console. As an option, it was possible to specify 
the Brooklands with the sporting and more supportive 
seats of the Turbo R and to order picnic tables built 
into the backs of the front seats. 

From the outset, all Brooklands were built to model 
year 1993 specifications and all examples from that 
model year featured green badges to commemorate 
the diamond jubilee of Bentley as part of Rolls-Royce.

From model year 1994 onwards the green badges of 
the Brooklands were changed to black which became 
standard. Other modifications were restricted to the 
interior. A black hide-trimmed steering column cowl 
and a new, lockable lower stowage compartment were 
introduced. The relocation of the glovebox  was due to 
the need to accommodate airbags as standard for the 
driver and front passenger. The front and rear seats 
were redesigned and were now styled with 
longitudinal pleats for greater lateral support. The 
redesigned squab and cushions were in line with 
contemporary orthopaedic research to improve 
lumbar support. Technical upgrades included the 
introduction of the Shift Energy Management (SEM) 
system, which reduced engine torque just before a 
gear shift, thus achieving a change that was barely 
noticeable. And finally, the maximum power of the 
engine was increased from 232bhp to 241bhp.

For model year 1995 only one modification was 
introduced to the car. The alloy wheels were enlarged 
to 16-inch diameter.

All models received a serious upgrade for model 
year 1996. For the ‘New Bentley Brooklands’ this 
meant a reduction in the radiator height by two 
inches, the adoption of integrated, wraparound 
bumpers, an air dam, sills and bumpers painted in the 

The 1984 Bentley Eight was credited with 
attracting a younger clientele to Crewe while 
the 1988 Mulsanne S offered a Bentley 
alternative to the Silver Spirit. The ‘entry level’ 
range was unified by the introduction of the 
Brooklands at the 1992 International Motor 
Show in Birmingham – and this model survived 
through to the end of SZ production
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The new Brooklands had a body colour radiator shell, new front air dam and alloys. The spec was on a par with that of the Mulsanne S 



 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 Totals
 LHD RHD LHD RHD LHD RHD LHD RHD LHD RHD LHD RHD LHD RHD All cars LHD RHD

Bentley Brooklands 168 107 133  113 64 59 153 194 200 152     1343 718 625
Bentley Brooklands LWB 28 2 35  6 18 11 15 16 19 38     188 115 73
Bentley Brooklands R            57 22   79 57 22
Bentley Brooklands R LWB            7 4 1 0 12 8 4
Bentley Brooklands LWB Division          1 1     2 1 1
Bentley Brooklands R LWB Division            1 0   1 1 0
Bentley Brooklands R Mulliner            0 100   100 0 100
Totals 196 109 168  119 82 70 168 210 220 191 65 126 1 0  900 825
 305 287 152 378 411 191 1 1725
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same colour as the coachwork, new exterior mirrors 
on the front door cheater panels, deletion of the 
quarterlights, new 16-inch wheels – and additional 
colour options, both inside and out. 

Inside the car, a complete new fascia and centre 
console were introduced; there was a box-style front 
armrest with stowage compartment and electrical 
adjustment of the steering wheel. For the rear 
passengers, individually controlled air conditioning 
vents were introduced. The spare wheel stowage was 
moved to inside the luggage compartment. And 
finally, all engines were equipped with on-board 
diagnostics (OBD).

The most notable feature for model year 1997 cars 
was the introduction of the low pressure turbo (LPT), 
that increased power to 300bhp and improved the 
torque and flexibility of the engine. Electronic 
Traction Assistance System (ETAS) became available 
as an option, as did Turbo R large diameter micro 
alloy front disc brakes. Extended front seat cushions 
were fitted to the interior and rear seat heaters were 
available as an option. Finally, a wider range of paint 
colours was offered.

BROOKLANDS R (MULLINER)
Model year 1998 was planned to be the last year of 
Bentley Brooklands production due to the Arnage, 
which would be launched as its successor in the spring 
of 1998. The outgoing Brooklands was renamed 
Brooklands R (as with the Turbo R, the ‘R’ stood for 
roadholding) and received a number of attractive new 
features. The roadholding package included Turbo R 
suspension, 17-inch wheels with low profile tyres and 
brakes from the Continental T. The Brooklands R also 
received a mesh grille, new-style bumpers and 
headlamp surrounds in body colour. The previous 
steering wheel was replaced by one with a thicker rim.

At the end of the production run a strictly limited 
edition called the Brooklands R Mulliner was 
manufactured – this was a long wheelbase version of 
the Brooklands R and exactly 100 were built. These 
Mulliners, all of them RHD, were fitted with a mesh 

grille, wing vents with chrome mesh, green badges, 
body colour headlamp surrounds, dark wood veneer, 
chrome surrounds on the fascia instruments, special 
seat trim and several other features. Power output was 
increased to 325bhp. Every Brooklands R Mulliner had 
a unique number on the dashboard, although this was 
not applied in sequence as the cars were built.

LIMOUSINES
Towards the end of Brooklands production, three 
stretched limousines with a division were produced. 
These cars were actually Rolls-Royce Silver Spurs 
with division, but ordered to be built as a Bentley 
Brooklands. They had an additional 14-inch extension 
compared with a Brooklands long wheelbase and were 
equipped with an electrically operated division plus 
many luxury features relating to entertainment, 
drinks and communication. 

The first two cars were 1997 examples, one 
delivered to Saudi Arabia and the other to the United 
Kingdom. The third car was a 1998 Brooklands R with 
division, delivered new to Dubai.

SPECIAL EDITIONS
In 1997 Bentley released the Brooklands Trophy 
Edition to honour the 75th anniversary of Bentley’s 
first team participation in the Isle of Man Tourist 
Trophy race in which they won the Team Prize, 
 and their success in the 1922 races at the US 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Production was  
limited to 28 cars and these were all supplied to  
the North American market.

Additional refinements for the Trophy Edition 
included triple fine lines, chrome plated 17-inch 
five-spoke alloy wheels, two-tone Turbo R sports 
seats with Bentley wings embroidered onto the front 
faces of all head restraints, a colour keyed steering 
wheel rim, fully veneered burr walnut wrap-around 
waistrails with cross banding to the lower edge, green 
enamelling to all exterior badges, full leather 
headlining and commemorative Trophy Edition 
plaques to the tread plates of both front doors.

PRODUCTION OF BENTLEY BROOKLANDS MODELS DURING THE 1990s INCLUDING LIMITED EDITIONS

The Bentley 
Brooklands features 
pleated leather door 
trim and a leather 
stitched gear 
selector located in 
the centre console. 
From model year 
1994 onwards all 
cars had two airbags 
as standard. As an 
option the seats 
could be replaced by 
Turbo R seats
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Below left: 1994 
Bentley Brooklands 
RCX54234, finished 
in Rosewood. The 
Brooklands had a 
colour-keyed radiator 
shell, a new front air 
dam with discreet, 
square fog lamps, 
and new alloy 
wheels. It was the 
first standard saloon 
without a bonnet 
strip.
Below: the 1994 
Brooklands is 
differentiated from  
the Turbo R of the 
same model year by 
the lack of skirts, 
black rather than red 
badges, different 
alloys and smaller 
tyres

All Brooklands have black badges, apart from the 1993 models, Trophy Edition and R Mulliner which have green
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The next special edition was the Brooklands long 
wheelbase with Indonesian specifications. There were 
27 such cars ordered in three batches of five and two 
batches of six by dealer Malayan Motors in Singapore. 
All cars were fitted with ruched seat trim in a two-
tone grey colour scheme of Slate and Silverstone on 
sports-style front seats with ruched inner panels for 
the doors. Furthermore, the cars received adjustable 
rear seats, special leather stitching, Bentley logos on 
the waistrails, a wooden gear selector knob, rear 
quarter badges, special door step plaques and other 
special features.

The final special edition was a dealer limited 
edition of the Brooklands R Mulliner, ordered by  
Jack Barclay of London. The last nine examples of  
the Brooklands R Mulliner were specified by this 
important dealer and finished in Amethyst with 
Sandstone hide. They were fitted with a chrome 
radiator shell and a chrome mesh grille, front  
wing vents, a shortened oval exhaust pipe and  
scores of special interior and exterior features.  
All nine examples were ordered on the same day  
in October 1997, and the fourth example would  
be sold to Brunei.

BACK TO THE BEGINNING
The first Bentley Brooklands was PCX46004. This was 
a LHD car, built to European specifications and 
ordered by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars International in 
Switzerland. It was finished in Diamond Blue Silver 
and warranted on 17 August 1992.

The second one was PCH46006, a RHD example for 
the home market, painted Brooklands Green. 

Looking at the records at The Hunt House it is clear 
that these cars were ordered in February/March 1992. 
The name of the new model had not yet been decided 
and on the specification sheets these ‘pre-production’ 
cars were simply called ‘Bentley nat. asp.’. Apparently, 
as a counterpart to the succesful Turbo R, the factory 
developed a naturally-aspirated standard saloon as a 
successor to the Mulsanne S and Eight. Notes in the 
records show that the name Brooklands was, however, 
decided by April 1992.

All cars retained the same 6750cc V8 engine as the 
models they replaced, all of them with fuel injection 
and most of them with a catalyst.

The RHD Brooklands PCH46006 was equipped with 
active seatbelts but lacked airbags. The LHD example, 

however, was also initially specified with active seat 
belts only, but in February 1992, within a week of the 
first specifications being set, this was altered to 
having a driver’s airbag and active seat belts for the 
passengers only. 

Looking at model year 1993 production, 83 
Brooklands were built with active seatbelts (for the 
British market, Singapore, Thailand, Hong Kong, 
Brunei, Japan and New Zealand) and 192 with an 
airbag (mainly destined for USA and Europe, but also 
the UK, Japan and Australia).

Orders arrived quickly after the launch in October 
1992 and in the first model year the most popular 
colours were Racing Green, Brooklands Green, 
Rosewood, Royal Blue and Diamond Blue Silver.

This article is based on my research in the Archives of the 
RREC, located in Paulerspury, England. The years 
mentioned in this article are model years and may differ 
from the date of production, sale or delivery. Further 
details for the various Bentley Brooklands models can be 
found at www.RRSilverSpirit.com and in my book: The 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Selection Guide for cars built from 
1980 to 2002.

Brooklands R roadholding package included Turbo R suspension, 17-inch wheels with low profile tyres and Continental T brakes
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RARITIES AND ONE-OFF CARS
Turbo R trio
The Brooklands was developed with a naturally aspirated 
engine and received a low pressure turbo in model year 1997. 
However, three examples were fitted with the 385bhp turbo 
engine from the Turbo R. All three have a special history. 
Ordering didn’t follow the regular process and included a lot of 
correspondence and complaints. Two of these cars were built 
for Dubai, the other for the UK.

Experimental cars
Two Brooklands were kept aside for experimental work with 
the 300bhp low pressure turbo engine. These model year 
1996 cars were TCX58502 and TCH58504. Together with two 
experimental Silver Spurs these cars were given a separate 
range of VINs and were completed by October 1995. In 
addition, all four cars were fitted with a Turbo R rear subframe, 
a Turbo R lower column, a Panhard rod and front springs 
weighted as for the Turbo R. After the experimental stage the 
cars were sold in the last quarter of 1996.

Eastern orange 
The first long wheelbase Brooklands of model year 1997 was 
the Singapore homologation car. It was finished in Arctic 
white with Magnolia hide. Furthermore, the car was ordered 
with ‘woodwork to be orange tinted burr elm’, including four 
veneered door panels. 

The bespoke era  
The options list of special features became longer towards 
the end of production. Hardly any standard saloons were built 
without bespoke accessories during their last few years.

Final flourish 
A single Brooklands R LWB was delivered with model year 
1999 specifications. The car was built for use in the USA and 
was finished in black with Cotswold hide. Special features 
included a small backlight, veneered door panels, chrome 
Azure-style 17-inch wheel rims, a Continental T style tail pipe 
and many more interior enhancements which increased the 
price by about 20% compared with a standard car. The order 
was taken some time after production of the Brooklands had 
officially ended, in August 1999. Since the Brooklands was not 
homologated for the 1999 model year in the USA it needed an 
upgraded certificate, which gave rise to a delay in delivery.

PRODUCTION OF LIMITED EDITION BENTLEY BROOKLANDS MODELS
  1997 1998 Totals
   LHD RHD LHD RHD  All cars LHD RHD

Bentley Brooklands Trophy edition   28 0    28 28 0
Bentley Brooklands LWB Indonesian   0 27    27 0 27
Bentley Brooklands R Mulliner Jack Barclay    0 9  9 0 9
Totals   28 27 0 9   28 36
  55 9 64 Brooklands R Indonesian edition had two-tone 

ruched seat trim in Slate and Silverstone

Bentley Eight 
mesh grille

Body colour 
radiator shell

Green Bentley 
oval badges to 
D-posts

Green 
Brooklands 
badge to 
left-hand side 
of boot lid, 
green Mulliner 
badge to 
right-hand side

Body colour Turbo RT 
bumpers with chrome top 
finisher, chrome mesh, 
chrome insert strip and 
body colour spoiler lips

Body colour 
headlamp surrounds

Green Bentley 
badges to front wings

Wing vents with 
chrome mesh

Long wheelbase
18-inch accessory 
alloy wheels in 
sparkle silver with 
255 section tyres

Oval 
exhaust 
pipe

BENTLEY BROOKLANDS R MULLINER

The Brooklands R 
Mulliner with 100 
examples built was 
the end of an era

Delete fine 
lines to body


